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8 December, 2024
By Admore Mbonda in Kariba
Karoi, The Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) in Mashonaland West Province have confirmed a tragic incident of sudden death by lightning that occurred on December 8, 2024, at approximately 2:15pm. 
The unfortunate event took place at Plot 9, St. Mitchel Farm in Karoi, claiming the life of 30-year-old Collen Mukangaza.
Reports indicate that Mukangaza was repairing the roof of his tobacco barn when he was struck by lightning. 
Emergency responders were called to the scene, and he was subsequently transported to Karoi District Hospital, where he was pronounced dead upon arrival. The body has been taken to the hospital mortuary, pending post-mortem examination.
In a separate incident, a 13-year-old boy from Negande in the Kariba rural area was also struck and killed by lightning while inside his kitchen alongside his mother. The circumstances surrounding this incident are still under investigation.
Mashonaland West assistant Provincial spokesperson assistant inspector Effort Chapoto urging the public to exercise caution during the rainy season. 
Authorities recommend staying indoors during thunderstorms, avoiding open fields, and steering clear of tall structures and trees, as these are common lightning strike hazards.
As the rainy season progresses, the police continue to emphasize the importance of safety measures to prevent further tragedies.
Community members are encouraged to remain vigilant and report any dangerous weather conditions to local authorities.
These incidents serve as a reminder of the unpredictable nature of thunderstorms, and the need for heightened awareness during this time of year.

