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Lightning strikes 16 mourners
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Family suspects evil powers are behind the disaster

A family that buried its loved one Saturday a day after lightning struck 16 mourners who went to dig a grave has said it suspects evil powers were behind the strike.

The Mahalapye family was still mourning the death of Oitshupile Ramolefe when the strange attack occurred.

16 men who had gone to dig his grave got struck while allegedly arguing about thunder myths and that there is no God.

The deceased’s mother Keolebale Ramolefe, 60 said lightning started striking haphazardly on Friday after the arrival of her son’s corpse from the mortuary.

Sitting on a mat at her home in Parwe ward surrounded by the grieving family and some of the victims, Keolebale said; “Suddenly the brightest lightning I had ever seen flashed and I fell into a nearby bowl. We know who is responsible.

We are strengthening ourselves against these evil people,” she said.

The deceased’s uncle, 66-year-old Otladisa Ramolefe, was among those struck by lightning.
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DECEASED’s UNCLE: Otlaadisa

Lifting up his foot to show his bandaged sole, he said, “It suddenly exploded after we ran under the truck for cover. The rain was drizzling. When I looked around many people had been tossed away from the truck and were groaning in pain. Their clothes and shoes were torn to pieces and they had gruesome injuries.”

While they were trying to come to terms with what was happening it struck again.

One of the victims is still in Nyangabwe hospital where he is allegedly fighting for his life.

Thebeyame Seaparanoga, 20, one of the grave diggers who had just staggered into the Ramolefe yard and sat on one buttock said he did not know what hit him.

“I saw the truck’s tyre on fire and someone carrying me to the other side of the grave,” he said pulling down his pants to reveal his badly injured buttocks.

Half his face bearing a fresh burning wound Mpho Kebahithetse, 20, a neighbour who was helping with the digging, lifted up his shirt to show more wounds on his chest.
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DECEASED’S MOTHER: Keolebale

His legs were also burnt. Besides occasionally regaining consciousness and throwing up on his way to hospital, the only thing he could clearly remember is waking up in hospital.

Masedi Kebafithetse, 30 who was missed by the thunder said, “I felt a very cold breeze before it struck without warning and I saw the lights of the truck flashing and they were thrown away from the truck.

Some were frozen from the shock while others were groaning in pain.

We were standing there shocked and afraid to touch them lest we got shocked when it struck again. It was like a grenade had just exploded under the truck.”
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