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LILONGWE, Jan. 11 (Xinhua) -- Five people were killed by lightning strikes, while over 21,000 people in total have been affected by disasters since the rain season started in November, Malawi's Department of Disaster Management Affairs has said.
The disasters, mainly rainstorms, strong winds and lightning have affected 14 districts out of the country's 28, the department said Tuesday in a statement.
Forty-six people were injured mostly by rainstorms, according to the statement.
The department said it has reached out to over 17,000 people with food and emergency supplies, and it has been providing relief together with various humanitarian partners.
Among the affected districts were two districts in the south, Chiradzulu and Mulanje, where villages and croplands were completely destroyed by the devastating Tropical Cyclone Freddy in March 2023.
The cyclone hit about 15 districts and cities, displacing over 2 million people, killing at least 679 with another 537 missing to date.
The recovery budget for the devastation caused by Cyclone Freddy was pegged at 87.8 million U.S. dollars.

