[bookmark: _GoBack]Lightning leaves four dead and four critical in KwaZulu-Natal [South Africa]
28 October 2019 - 12:13 BY SUTHENTIRA GOVENDER
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-10-28-lightning-leaves-four-dead-and-four-critical-in-kwazulu-natal/
Four people were killed during severe thunderstorms in northern KwaZulu-Natal at the weekend.
According to the KwaZulu-Natal co-operative governance and traditional affairs department (Cogta), the storms hit the uMkhanyakude district and four victims, including two teenagers, are believed to have been killed by lightning.
Cogta MEC Sipho Hlomuka was expected to visit the families of the victims on Monday.
"We express our heartfelt condolences to the families and communities. We are aware that four other people are in critical condition," said Hlomuka.
He has deployed disaster management teams to help the affected families.
"This is the start of the summer disaster season that has in the past devastated communities across KwaZulu-Natal.
"The occurrence of natural disasters is becoming more frequent due to climate change. KZN Cogta is ramping up its capacity to respond to disasters accordingly," said Hlomuka.
He urged residents to follow weather forecasts and take the necessary precautions to protect themselves.
