Thunderstorms kill five children [Zimbabwe]
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The band of thunderstorms moving across Zimbabwe has killed five children, four of them from the same
family whose hut was struck by lightning in Buhera district while the fifth died in Gokwe North.

The fifth child killed was from Kwashira village in ward 14 of Gokwe North where 17 homes were partially
destroyed by the rain, reports the Ministry of Local Government and Public Works, which is the home of
the national Civil Protection Unit and its outreach into all provinces and districts.

The five-year-old child died from head injuries and two others from the village were evacuated to
hospital.
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All Civil Protection structures at national and sub-national level were put on alert after the warning of the

coming band of thunderstorms, although the Meteorological Services Department yesterday highlighted
that this was not the start of the rainy season.

Early storms tend to result in bursts of higher winds and a lot more lightning than the rains from the main
rainy season, with a great deal of variation between different areas and even neighbouring villages and
suburbs.

Through the National Multi-Hazard Contingency Plan a blueprint guiding national response to rainfall
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induced incidents food and non-food items are being distributed to affected households countrywide with
partners being engaged to complement Government efforts.
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Some of the damages encountered in places like Harare were solely blamed on the local authority’s
ineptitude by failing to maintain old jacaranda trees that fall almost annually.
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While brick and concrete housing is considered a very safe refuge from lightning, research over multiple
deaths in the open or in small huts has pinpointed the problem of a single strike creating a charged field
on the ground that can kill people lying down near the centre.

“This is one reason why researchers suggest people caught in a storm in the open should squat, to reduce
their height, but still have a small area of contact with the ground.

In its statement, the Local Government Ministry said most of the tents that had been prepositioned in
Beitbridge in anticipation of receiving returnees from South Africa will be used to provide temporary
accommodation for households affected by rainfall induced incidents.

“Rapid needs assessments are being done to ascertain immediate interventions required. Government
has activated all Civil Protection Structures at national and sub-national level,” reads the statement.
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