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Un garçon, sa sœur et une commerçante sont morts frappés par la foudre, samedi, à Ankerana Avaratra, du district de Tsiroanomandidy où onze victimes ont déjà été déplorées lors du réveillon de Noël.
CHAPELET de calamités. Pour la seconde fois, la commune d’Ankerana Avaratra, dans le district de Tsiroanomandidy, a été le théâtre d’énormes coups de tonnerre meurtrier. Samedi après-midi, jour de l’An, un garçon et sa sœur vivant à Anosibe Ambalasoarano sont décédés. Un membre de leur famille élargie, une commerçante, habitant dans un village voisin, à Ambatofotsy, elle aussi, a perdu la vie dans ce drame.
Les deux enfants de moins de dix ans jouaient et attrapaient des sauterelles quand la foudre s’est abattue sur eux. Leur petit camarade a été brûlé, mais a survécu. Leurs dépouilles ont été emmenées à Ambatofotsy, a-t-on expliqué. La femme, quant à elle, a été frappée alors qu’elle se trouvait dans son épicerie. Un déluge accompagnait les éclairs.
Les autorités locales ont rejoint les familles endeuillées dès le lendemain. Elles souhaitent que des techniciens géologues viennent dans leur commune rurale pour leur expliquer le phénomène, d’après le maire d’Ankerana, Jessé Raberisoa, contacté par notre collègue. Les villageois sont pris d’une vive inquiétude depuis le réveillon de la Nativité où la fulguration a déjà causé onze pertes en vie humaine.
Nouvelle atterrante
Cette nuit-là, le feu du ciel est tombé sur l’église catholique de Betsipolotra Marofarihy, au cours de la messe de célébration. Dix fidèles ont rendu leur âme sur place, tandis qu’un autre gravement brûlé a succombé le jour de Noël. Quatre dernières victimes ont pu être sauvées après avoir été soignées au centre hospitalier de base (CSB2) d’Ambohimiarina.
Au début du culte à la cathédrale d’Andohalo, l’archevêque d’Antananarivo, Mgr Odon Marie Arsène Razanakolona avait rapporté la nouvelle atterrante que chacun devait porter dans sa prière.
L’enterrement des défunts avait eu lieu le dimanche 26 décembre et c’est donc une semaine plus tard que la foudre a encore tué.
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Tsiroanomandidy: Lightning kills 2 children and a woman [Madagascar].18/10/2021
04th January 2022

A boy, his sister and a shopkeeper were struck by lightning on Saturday in Ankerana Avaratra, Tsiroanomandidy district, where eleven victims have already been reported on Christmas Eve.
CHAPELET of calamities. For the second time, the commune of Ankerana Avaratra, in the district of Tsiroanomandidy, was the scene of huge deadly thunderclaps. On Saturday afternoon, New Year's Day, a boy and his sister living in Anosibe Ambalasoarano died. A member of their extended family, a shopkeeper, living in a neighbouring village in Ambatofotsy, also lost her life in the tragedy.
The two children, both under ten years old, were playing and catching locusts when lightning struck them. Their little friend was burned but survived. Their remains were taken to Ambatofotsy, it was explained. The woman was hit while she was in her grocery shop. A deluge accompanied the lightning.
The local authorities joined the bereaved families the next day. They want geological technicians to come to their rural commune to explain the phenomenon to them, according to the mayor of Ankerana, Jessé Raberisoa, contacted by our colleague. The villagers are very worried since the New Year's Eve when the fulguration has already caused eleven casualties.
Landing news
That night, the fire from the sky fell on the Catholic church of Betsipolotra Marofarihy, during the celebration mass. Ten worshippers gave up their souls on the spot, while another severely burned person died on Christmas Day. Four last victims were saved after being treated at the basic hospital (CSB2) of Ambohimiarina.
At the beginning of the service in the cathedral of Andohalo, the archbishop of Antananarivo, Mgr Odon Marie Arsène Razanakolona, reported the shocking news that everyone had to carry in their prayer.
The burial of the deceased had taken place on Sunday 26 December and it was therefore a week later that lightning killed again.

Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version)According to the chief of the Batangi chiefdom, Mwami Stuka Mwanaweka, the wounded are being treated in a medical facility in the area.
For his part, Amani Kinda, a civil society actor in the region, puts forward a figure of six people killed by lightning, three in Miriki, two in Mihobwe and another who succumbed to her injuries near Kayina.
He also speaks of four other people who were injured by the same cataclysm.
Apart from these human damages, Amani Kinda said that two houses were affected by the fire and more than ten goats died by the same lightning strike in Miriki. More than five hectares of fields were also flooded in Kataro and electrical equipment from a parish was damaged in Kayina. Amani Kinda
The heavy rain and strong winds that fell in this region affected several entities in the Batangi chiefdom.
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